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 Dear Student, 

You are about to make a very important decision, namely, Subject Choice.  You will 

be asked to select a number of subjects, usually 7, for your Leaving Certificate. 

 

To make a good decision it is essential to have good information.  At Our Lady’s 

School, we arrange the following to help you make an informed subject choice: 

 

 Careers classes on Subject Choice  

 Individual appointments with Guidance Counsellor 

 Eirquest and Cambridge Profiles 

 Individual subject departments will give a presentation on their subject 

 

We would also recommend that you: 

 

 study this booklet 

 do research (e.g. www.careersportal.ie ,  www.qualifax.ie, careers library) 

 consult textbooks and past papers of subjects you are interested in 

 talk to students who have been, or are presently, studying the subjects which 

interest you 

 discuss Subject Choice with your teachers, parents/guardians 

 

Choose your ‘package’ of subjects to satisfy your interests and to keep as many careers 

options open as possible.  Keep the following guidelines in mind: 

 

 Ensure that you have the essential subjects for your job/course (check essential 

subject charts, Qualifax and college websites for minimum entry requirements 

and specific course requirements) 

 Select your remaining subjects to maximise your results.  Look back over 

previous school reports to see what subjects you did well in. (If you like a 

subject, you are more likely to do well in it). 

 Check college prospectuses and career websites 

 Choose subjects you have a genuine interest in. 

 

By getting as much accurate and up to date information as possible you will make a 

good Subject Choice decision. 

 

The deadline for subject choice is Friday  8
th

  March 2019. 

 

Best of luck 

 

 

L. Porter     F. Bannan 

Guidance Counsellor    Guidance Counsellor 

 

 

http://www.careersportal.ie/
http://www.qualifax.ie/
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Senior Cycle Subjects at Our Lady’s School 
 

The following subjects are compulsory: 

Irish, English, Maths, Language (French/German/Spanish), Physical Education, RE.  

 

Students may choose three subjects from the following list: 

1. Accounting 

2. Art 

3. Agricultural Science 

4. Biology 

5. Business 

6. Chemistry 

7. Economics 

8. French 

9. Geography 

10. History 

11. Home Economics- Social & Scientific syllabus 

12. Music 

13. Physics 

 

 

Subject Choice 
 

Students are invited to choose three subjects from the list above. They do this by listing 

their choice of subjects in order of preference. Subjects will be offered for this cycle 

(Leaving Certificate 2021) depending on students’ interest. 

 

In the event of a subject being under-subscribed the school authorities may, of 

necessity, withdraw it from the available options. With regard to subject availability, 

every effort is made to offer each student her preferences. However, due to timetabling 

restrictions, it may not be possible to offer all students their top preferences. 

 

It is advised that students select subjects that they like and those that they are good at.  

Having a genuine interest in the subjects you are going to take for the Leaving 

Certificate is very important.  It can be difficult enough at the best of times to motivate 

yourself to study, but it can be twice as difficult if you are studying subjects which you 

don’t particularly like.  

Students are normally expected to sit seven subjects in the Leaving Certificate. 

When you have made your final selection you should examine them very carefully to 

see that you have kept your career options open.  You should check to see if you have 

the essential requirements for third-level courses in which you have an interest.  It is 

too late to find out in your Leaving Certificate year that you do not have an essential 

subject when you come to fill out your application forms.   
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Choosing a Career 

 
Some people know at an early stage what they would like to be, but many have no 

definite ideas about the kind of work they would like to do.  In order to choose a career 

a young person needs information on: entrance requirements, opportunities available 

and awareness of their own qualities, skills and potential. 

 

Good decisions are based on good information.  During Transition Year students face 

an important decision, the choice of school subjects for the Leaving Certificate.  The 

choice is important because, once made, it may affect the course of their college and 

working lives. 

 

It is essential to know the following Entrance Requirements: 

 Minimum entry requirements for colleges (matriculation requirements) 

 Specific subject requirement for your chosen course/career 

 Academic entrance requirements e.g. Points in CAO system (although these may 

change each year) 

 

Points about Choosing a Career 

 

In choosing a Career you need to: 

 Ask yourself what you would like to do? Then take some time to think about 

this, do the research and plan.  

 

 Assess your:  
 Skills and Aptitudes  – what are you good at?   

 Interests – what you enjoy doing?  

 Values  - what motivates you and would give meaning to your work?  

 Personality type – what are your characteristics?  

 Educational qualifications – what qualifications have you got and 

what further qualifications do you want to achieve? 

 

 Explore the Options – access job descriptions, research job sectors and further 

and higher education course details. 

 

How to set about Choosing a Career 
 

A good way to approach career choice is to list on one side your interests and skills:  

Which school subjects are you best at?  Do you write well?  Are you creative?  Do you 

get on well with other people?  Do you work best with a group or do you like to work 

alone on an exercise or a problem?  Are you a leader? Would you like to work in a 

caring profession?  Would you like outdoor or indoor, manual or deskwork? etc 

 

Against this, list the careers that, at first glance, interest you and the educational 

qualifications and any particular personal qualities required for each of them.  By 

comparing your two lists, you should be able to narrow down the choice of occupations 

that you consider would suit you. 

 

 

A Careers Investigation should be completed before final choice of 

subjects is made. 
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Application procedures and entry requirements for 3
rd

 Level Colleges 
 

Information 

Application for most full-time undergraduate courses (Honours Degree - Level 8, 

Ordinary Degree - Level 7 and Higher Certificate - Level 6) in the Universities and 

Institutes of Technology is made through the Central Applications Office (CAO) 

www.cao.ie . The CAO provides an applications pack with a handbook that lists all the 

courses on offer and gives information on how to apply. The closing date for 

applications from Irish and other European Union nationals is normally 1
st
 February 

each year. A student must have the particular academic entry requirements needed for 

the course she wants to take. 

In addition, there is a wide and varied choice of other courses for which you apply 

directly to the college. These are known as PLC (Post Leaving Certificate) or FE 

(Further Education) courses and usually take one or two years to complete. In general, 

the entrance requirement for these courses is 5 passes in Leaving Cert or the Leaving 

Certificate Applied and a suitability interview. The qualification awarded can lead onto 

higher education in I.T.’s (or some universities) or into direct employment. 

When choosing your Leaving Cert subjects it is vitally important that you are aware of 

the fact that you do need certain subjects in order to apply for particular 3rd level 

college courses. Below is a brief description of these Subject Entry Requirements and a 

brief guide to the Leaving Cert. Points System.  

Entry Requirements for 3rd Level Colleges - Very Important 

There are two sets of Entry Requirements which must be met before a student can 

apply for places in 3rd level colleges (i.e. before points can be considered). These are: 

1. Minimum Entry Requirements 

2. Specific Subject Requirements 

Once a student has met these two sets of requirements they then compete for places 

using the new CAO points system, introduced in 2017 and described below.  The 

points needed for all CAO courses are published each August and are available on 

www.cao.ie, www.qualifax.ie and www.careersportal.ie . Please note the points needed 

can vary from year to year. 

 

 

  

http://www.cao.ie/
http://www.cao.ie/
http://www.qualifax.ie/
http://www.careersportal.ie/
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Leaving Certificate grading and CAO points 

 
 

 

25 bonus points will continue to be awarded for Higher 

Level Mathematics for H6 and above. 
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More details on the two sets of requirements 
 

1. Minimum Entry Requirements: 

These are particular subjects and numbers of honours/passes required to apply to an 

individual college or university.  

Full details of the Minimum Entry Requirements and Specific Subject 

Requirements of any particular courses you are interested in should be 

researched in www.qualifax.ie and the college’s prospectus or website as 

requirements are subject to change. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

http://www.qualifax.ie/
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The following are the minimum entry requirements of the main colleges in the CAO 

system.  

Abbreviations: 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NUI Colleges (UCC, UCD, UCG, NUIM, RCSI, NCAD) 

  Irish, English & Modern Language. 

 Maths is essential most but not all courses 

 Important: A Modern Language is essential to gain entry to a number of 

courses in the NUI universities with the exception of Science, Agriculture, 

Nursing, Engineering and some other courses. A modern language or Art is 

required for entry to all courses in NCAD 

 

TCD  

  English, Maths & Another Language (can be Irish) 

 

UL 

  English, Maths & Irish OR Another Language 

 

 

DCU 

  Maths & English OR Irish 

 

 

INSTITUTES OF TECHNOLOGY (e.g.  DIT & IT Tallaght) 

 Maths & English OR Irish 

 A small number of courses do not require maths 

 

 

 

2.Specific Subject Requirements 
(In addition to the minimum entry requirements mentioned previously, certain 

additional subjects may be required to gain entry to specific courses in a college.) 

 

For most University & College courses, there are no specific subject 

requirements. This includes courses in Arts, Business, Computing, Law, Psychology, 

Design, Social Science and many others. The following are EXCEPTIONS and for 

the most part are required at Honours (Higher) Level. 

 

Dublin City University   DCU 

 Dublin Institute of Technology  DIT 

 National College of Art and Design  NCAD 

 University College Galway   UCG 

 University College Cork   UCC 

 University College Dublin   UCD 

 University of Limerick   UL 

 National University of Ireland Maynooth NUIM 

 Royal College of Surgeons   RCSI 

 Trinity College Dublin   TCD 

 National University of Ireland  NUI 

 Royal college of surgeons in Ireland RCSI 
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SCIENCE (BIOLOGY,CHEMISTRY, PHYSICS) 

 

The following rule is unique to TRINITY College, Dublin: 

 

Two Sciences with Ordinary Maths or  

one Science with Higher Maths are required for: 

 

Physiotherapy;     Medicinal Chemistry;  

Pharmacy (Chemistry must be one)  Human Genetics;  

Science      Earth Science 

Nanoscience, Physics and Chemistry of Advanced Materials 

(SCIENCE generally refers to laboratory sciences i.e. Biology, Physics or Chemistry, 

however, Geography can count as a science for some of these courses in TCD only) 

 

Two Science subjects are required for: 

Medicine (TCD), (UCC specifies Chemistry must be one of them) 

Medicine (RCSI),(5 YR course - H4 Chemistry + H4 Biology or Physics)  

Dentistry (TCD) (UCC specifies Chemistry must be one of them)  

Pharmacy (UCC and TCD specifies that Chemistry must be one of them) 

Human Health and Disease (TCD specifies Biology must be one of them) 

 

One Science subject is required for: 

- All Nursing degrees (O/H accepted), it does not have to be Biology 

- Occupational Therapy 

- Speech & Language Therapy 

- Radiation Therapy, Radiography, Physiotherapy 

- Medicine (UCD- Chemistry required for 5 yr programme, UCG, RCSI) 

- Veterinary Medicine (UCD-Chemistry is essential and 2 sciences are recommended) 

- Engineering (in some colleges) 

- Agricultural Science 

- Sports Science 

- Nutrition & Dietetics (Chemistry is essential) 

- Science 

- Applied sciences (E.g. Clinical Measurement, Pharmacology, Optometry) 

- Beauty Therapy (Biology is useful but not essential for many courses) 

- Vet Nursing and Dental Nursing 

- Home Economics Teaching 

- Genetics (In UCC Biology is essential) 

-Theoretical Physics (In TCD H3 Physics is essential) 

 

However, many of the courses available in science, engineering and electronics in the 

Institutes of Technology do not require a science subject 
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ART 

If you wish to take a course at third-level in Art, some colleges/courses require that 

you have studied Art, others may not. However, a substantial portfolio of work is 

usually required, and this is difficult to complete if you are not doing Art. 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC 

If you wish to take a course at third-level in Music, some courses require that you have 

studied Music, others may not. Some courses may require you to perform an audition 

or sit a music test. 

 

 

LANGUAGES 

A modern language is required for some faculties in the National University of Ireland 

(UCC, UCD, UCG, NUIM). There are some language courses you can enter without 

having previously studied the language, but generally speaking you will be required to 

have studied a particular language to Leaving Cert in order to study it at third level and 

some language courses will require a H3 or H4 in a modern language. 

 

 

ACCOUNTING, BUSINESS, ECONOMICS                                     

There are no careers/courses that specifically require these subjects as an entry 

requirement. However they are useful for many courses and careers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH 

Almost all universities, colleges and employers require a pass in Ordinary level 

English though some will accept Irish instead (e.g. the Institutes of Technology and 

DCU). A H4 in English is essential for a small number of courses like Journalism, 

Communications, Media studies, Creative Digital Media and Speech Therapy. 

 

 

 

IRISH 

Irish is required for all faculties in the National University of Ireland (UCC, UCD, 

UCG, NUIM, NCAD) but you can be exempt from it under certain conditions e.g. 

being born outside Ireland or having a specific learning difficulty (dyslexia). Irish 

satisfies the requirement of a Modern Language for TCD and the language other than 

English requirement for UL and DCU.  Primary Teaching requires a H4 in Irish.  

 

GEOGRAPHY, HISTORY, HOME ECONOMICS 

There are no careers/courses that specifically require Geography/History as an entry 

requirement. However they are useful for many courses and careers. Home Economics 

is essential to study Home Economics in St. Angela’s College Silgo.  
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MATHEMATICS  

Employers tend to expect applicants to have numeric skills and look for at least a pass 

Maths.  Likewise, the Institutes of Technology usually require a pass for entry to their 

courses (although in some cases they will accept foundation level).  The universities 

require an O3 or an O4/H6/H7 for many of their Science and Business courses 

reflecting its importance as part of these courses.  An O6/H7 is required for entry to 

Nursing.   

 

Higher level Mathematics is required by relatively few courses.  One particular group 

that require it are Engineering honours degree courses.  For Engineering, 

Mathematical, Theoretical Physics courses, Actuarial degrees and Quantitative 

Business the requirements range from a H2 to a H4, depending on the course, again 

reflecting the crucial role it plays in these disciplines. Some Computer, Financial and 

Economics courses also require the equivalent of a H3 or H4 in Maths.   

 

 

A bonus of 25 points will continue to be awarded to students who achieve a grade 

H6 or above in Higher Level Maths. 

 

Foundation Level Mathematics is accepted by some employers and points are awarded 

in a limited number of colleges. Most PLC courses will accept it. Check 

www.qualifax.ie for a list of these courses.  

 

AGRICULTRAL SCIENCE 

There are no careers/courses that specifically require this subject as an entry 

requirement. However it is useful for many courses and careers.   

Details of the Specific Requirements for courses can be found in the 3rd level college’s 

literature. It is vitally important to check these requirements if you are hoping to apply 

for a particular 3rd level course, so as to ensure you are choosing the appropriate 

subjects for your Leaving Cert. 

It is only after both sets of requirements have been met, are you deemed to be qualified 

to submit your ‘Points’ for a particular course. If you don’t have the right subjects to 

meet the above requirements for a course then you cannot apply for the course, even if 

you had 600 (625 with honours Maths) points!     

Check Careersportal / Qualifax and the relevant college 

literature/website yourself.  It’s your choice, your responsibility. 

http://www.qualifax.ie/
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Subject Matters – A Guide to Leaving Certificate Subjects  

 

Please see the following two websites:  

 

 http://www.careersportal.ie/school/lc_subject_choice.php 

 

This site gives a comprehensive guide to all Leaving Certificate 

subjects including information on what the subject involves, why 

study it, career possibilities, subject content, exam structure and 

marks distribution.  
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 www.qualifax.ie 

 

Click on Students → Useful Tools → Minimum Subject 

Requirements →Leaving Certificate Subjects and research 

any third level course requirements  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  

http://www.qualifax.ie/
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Useful Websites: 

 

  www.cao.ie  
College application site 

 

 www.ucas.com  
UK college application site 

 

  www.qualifax.ie  

Information on college courses  

 

  www.careersportal.ie 

Information on educational and career development 

   www.eunicas.ie 

European university central application system 

 

 

 

Notes: 

http://www.cao.ie/
http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.qualifax.ie/
http://www.careersportal.ie/
http://www.eunicas.ie/

